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am happy to meet you at 
this Friend's Hoaſe, where l 
did not expect you Fray, 
Sir, is the News true, that the 

Ring hath prorogued the Parliament to day ? 

Knight, Tis very true, we are prorogued 
to the ſecond of May nexr. 

Tram. Were all your Bills paſſed that were 
agreed'on by both Houſes ? 

Kt. I wiſh I could tell you they were. 

Nom. I „Sir, the King hath not re- 
ſuſed any pu Bills, 

Kt, Which are thoſe you call Pablick ? 

Nom. Truly, Sir, t two wherein the 
Country reckoned themſelves moſt concern d 
arc, That for ſtcuring the Fand ations of the Civil 
Government, by ſuch 4 conſtant of new 
choſten Parliaments, that their Deputies by their long 
continuance in that Tru, may not be in danger to 
be corrupted, by Offices, or private Intereſss ; and, 
That for preſerving am Pr in our and 
Mines, againſt the Pretences of a Royal Prevdga- 
thor, te tate way our Mines ond Oar, tho we 
bave ſpent moſt of our Eftates to diſcover the Mints 
in ow Lands, 

Rr. I am ſorry to tell you, that thoſe are 
the ewo only Bills co which his Majeſty would 
nor aſſent. 


rom. Are thoſe Bills then to be utter 
toft, afrer that both Houfes have ſpent ſo 
Time and Care to them ? May they 
not be offered to the King again as ſoon a5 the 
Parliament meets? 

Kt. You ſeem not to know the Force of a 
Prorogatiun of Parliament, which (as our 
Lawyers have of late reſalyed ) makes void 
all Bills of that Seſſion, not enacted, and all 
other Marters depending, as if they had never 
deen: Theſe are no more to be accounted Bills 
of Parliament; but if any thing contained in 


Troman. 
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eicher of chem be deſired to be hereaſter 
enacted, it muſt begin ancw, as if ir nad 
never been before in eicher Houſe of Paulis 
ment. ö 

Nom. Sir, if all che Care and Pains of our 


or a Year, or ſeven Years? - 
know it was *. 
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with me more to concur witli our King in his 
Pretentions to reſtore our Parliaments, and 
the Laws to theig due A icy, than my own 
Knowledg, that the late Civil Wars in this 
Kingdom, and the Subverſion of our Religion, 
Laws and Liberties, were principally occa- 
ſioned by the Powers uſurped in ſeveral late 
Reigns, to refuſe the calling of ſucceſſive Par- 
liaments, and ro continue the fame Parlia- 
ment for many Years, to form them into a 
Compliance with their Deſigns of Deſpotick 
Power. 

When I read the ſolemn and repeated Aſſu- 
rances his Majeſty gave us, That bis Diſięi in 
coming into England, was to remote from the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government thoſe evil Minifters 
that had promoted the Murders and Treaſons com- 
mitted, in attempting to ſet up an Arbitrary Pomer 
over the People and their Parliaments : And alſo 
heard him defire the Parliament to make ſuch 
an effefiual Proviſion ſor their Fundamental Laws 
and Liberties, that they might net er bereaſtey be in 
danger to be again invaded; I thought the Anci- 
ent, Legal Courſe of annually choſen Parlia- 
ments would have been immediately reſtored, 
and the ſtrongeſt Fence made for that Conſti- 
rution,that the Wiſdom of the Kingdom could 
have invented : but I muſt tell you, ro my Sor- 
row, that we are left as much to the King's 
Will for a Seſſion of Parliament, as evil Mini- 
ſters in the late Reigns deſign d we ſhould be. 

Tam. If this be our caſe, it is no wonder 
that Mens Minds are ſo unquier;we are in daily 
imminent hazard of Confuſion, whilſt the Go- 
vernment remains wholly unſettled in its Fun- 
damentab. It ſcems to be apparent, that after 
the Ex of twenty Millions, beſides the 
vaſt Effuſion of Blood, we are no more ſecu- 
red againſt the Slavery we fear'd by ſubver- 
ring our Conſt cution, than we were before the 
Convention of the. People for a Settlement, 
when King James had juſt abdicared the Ring- 
dom. 

Kt. Lou take it rightly. If no Bill ſhould 
paſs to ſecure the certain Legal Succeſſion of 
Parliaments, and we ſhould connive at the U- 
furpations made by the late Kings therein, and 
ſeemingly approve the Turkiſh Doctrine of the 
then Judges, That the holding aud continuance of 
Parliaments depended abſolutely upon the Wills of 
eur Kings ; then the Supream Power, veſted by 
the Conſtitution in Parliaments, to maintain 


the Laus and Statutes, and preſerve Juſtice 
and good Government, muſt be acknowledged 
not to be the Kingdom's Night, but to ariſe 
from the Gracious Will and Pleaſure of their 
Kings ; and the People muſt not dare to claim 
Liberty and Property as their due. 

If chis Point of our Conſtitution ſhould re- 
main thus unſettled, and an ill King ſucceed his 
preſent Majeſty, then the free Counſels of the 
whole Kingdom for its Defence and Welfare 
appointed by our Laws to be in Parliament, 
may (by the pretence of his Prerogative) be 
utterly rejected and deſpiſed; and his Flacte- 
rers, and Deſigners to make him abſolute 
Maſter of our Laws, Libertics and Lives, may 
be exempeed by him from the danger of Pu- 
niſnment, certain Juſtice being to be done up- 
on ſuch Offenders, only upon the Peoples 
Complaints, and Impe ch ment of them in 
Parliament. 

If the due Succeſſion of Parliaments be not 
eſtabliſhed,ſo as the Kings cannot by any Arti- 
fices avoid their meeting, an ill King may, in 
effect, authorize whom he pleaſes to ſubvert 
and deſtroy our Religion, Laws and Liberties, 
by renewing Pardons of all ſuch Crimes as 
often as they can commit them. I am ſorr 
ro ſay it, but our preſent caſe is ſuch, that all 
the Securiry we have for our Religion, our 
Laws, our Liberties, our Lives,depends wholly 
upon the uncertain and hazardous Life of our 
preſent King, ro make good his Declarations 
and Promiſes to the Kingdom. 

Yom, Sir, you make me afraid that our 
Country muſt run a deſperate hazard, to have 
their Government and all their higheſt Con- 
cerus remain ſtill unſettled for at leaſt another 
half Year. The King I hear is going for Flan« 


ders, not to return till towards Winter; and 


who can be ſecure of his Life, or the Events of 
War? and what dreadful Conſequences may 
enſue in an unſettled Kingdom? Pray, Sir, can 
you tell me the Reaſons why his Majeſty hath 
deferr'd ro make this Settlement of Parlia- 
ments? What ſhall I ſay to my Neighbours in 
this Point? 

Kt. Do you ct, m Neighbour 
that 1 ſhould 7 you e che 
King's rejecting of the Bill? If I had known any 
ſuch Reaſons, or either Houſe of Parliament, 
we ought not, as his great Council, to have 
adviſed him to paſs jr. We concluded, upon 

ſolemn 
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folemn Debates, that he was highly concerned 
to have this Bill enacted, to juſtify the Deſign 
of his coming with Force and Arms to dcliver 
w from Arbitrary Power, and to ſettle our 
Laws and Liberties. We thoughe that the 
Re putation of his Concurrence with the Ad- 
vice of the great Council of his Kingdom, ob- 
liged him to a free Conſent to that Bill, the 
Expectations of all Europe being ſo exceeding 
great from the Reſults of this Parliament's 
Counſels, and his Union with them. We be- 
lieved his Deſire to ſecure to his Subjects their 
Government by Laus, would have * him 
of the opportunity of this Bill, leſt any 
— ſho I befal him in this War, and he 
ſhould loſe the Glory of his Deſign, by leaving 
them unſettled. We thought it was for his 
Intereſt to paſs this Bill, ro induce the People 
to pay their great Taxes freely, and to ad- 
vance them to as -_ Sums as the Acts of 
Parliament would allow: It being the antient 
Courſe in Parliaments, that che Kings always 
paſſed ſome Bills for the Peoples Advantage, 
when they had great Sums of Money from 
them. And we thought his Majeſty had the 
leſs Reaſon to deny his Aſſent to this Bill, in 
regard it deprived the Crown of no Legal 
Prerogative, but only revived and. confirmed 
the antient Laws of the Realm, than which 
nothing is more frequent, when wholſome and 
neceſſary Laws grow into diſuſe, We alſo 
conceived that his Majeſty was bound in Ho- 
nour to make good the Matter of his Declara- 
tions, and his ſolemn Promiſes to the People 
in them, to ſettle their Legal Government 
beyond all dangers of being ſubverted by ill 
Princes or e vil Miniſters. It ſeemed to us that 
his Majeſty's Deſire of being as great and — 
tent as any King that ever the Engli 
Crown, would have pr him to a Con- 
junction with the Parliament in this Bill, ſince 
Tagen Kings can be great only by the wiſe 
affe ctionate Counſels and nce of 
their Parliaments, who have the abſolute Com- 
mand of the Wealth of the whole Kingdom, 
Nom. Sir, you have been extreamly kind in 
ſhewing me your Opinion of the Importance 
and Neceſſity of this Bill: bur you have not 
mformed me of any one Objection made a- 
gainſt che King's — it, I would gladly 
know what was alledged againſt the Settle- 
ment of this Fundamental of our Govetumcut. 


Kt, It would de uſeleſi to tell you the fal- 
lacious Arguments that were brought, to ſhew 
there was no of ſuch a Bill 
in this King's Reign; but all that was ſaid was 
in ſubſtance no more than, That che Bill took 
away an undoubted Prerogarive of the King's, 
to call, continue, and diſſolve Parliaments at his 
Pleaſure ; that the Power of the Regal Office 
would be leſſened thereby; and, that it was 


not fic to ſhew Jealouſy of this King's denying. 


our Legal Rights, whilſt he ſo conciaually 
hazards his Perſon for our ſakes. 

Tom. Pray, Sir, let me be ſo bold as to ask 
you how theſe Objections againſt the Bill were 
anſwered : I know ais not hard to delude the 


unlearned Country- men in Matters of this 


nature ʒ yet they are not ignorant that ir hath 
been the common Fractice of thoſe that have 
deſigned our Slavery, to cry up the King's 
Prerogative, to ſuppreG the Subjects Claims 
of their Rights and Liberties. Be pleaſed to 


favour me with a ſhort account of what was 


ſaid upon this occaſion. 

Kt, As to the firſt Pretence, That the Bill 
deſtroyed the Prerogative of the Crown, . to 
call, prorogue and diflolve Parliaments ar 
their Will and. Pleaſure only, it was plainly 
ſaid, That there neither is, nor tut? was, any ſuch 
Prerogative, and that there needs no other Evidence 
of that Truth, than the vy Nature and Eſſence of 
our Conſtitution. "Tis a 
and downright Contradiction, to ſay, that by 
our Conſtitution, the Subjects are ro be go- 
verned only by Laws of their own chooſing, 
and that their Deputies to that pur poſe arc 
ro be appointed from time to time by the 
Subjects, as the Laws ſhall direct, as they re- 
ſpeRively ſhall attain to Age, and as the E- 

res deſcend, alter and change, (all which 

la 


is known by our common Laws, 
and fully declared in ſeveral * Sta» V Vid. 
tutes, and acknowledged by all that 25H. 9. 


know our Laws) and then to ſay 19 J. 1. 
that our Kings have a rightful 
Power and Prerogative, either to keep them 
from meeting, to adviſe about, and chooſe 
their Laws, or to prevent the ſucceſſive Ge» 
nerations to chooſe their Depuries for thac 
pur poſe, by continuing ſuch as ate once cho- 
ſen ſo long as he or they live. 

Tom. Sir, I thank ſor opening of this 
Point. Iſec ic manifcitly ent, that the 
Subjects 


in it ſelf, 
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Subjects ſhould have a Right to be governed 
only by the Laws of their own choofing in 
their ſucceſſive Parliaments, and that jt ſhould 
be ar the Pleaſure of their Kings, whether 
Parliaments ſhould ever be holden, or ſuc- 
ceſſively choſen. 

Kt, | nut tell you, that it was further ſaid, 
that ſuch a Prerence of Prerogative appear'd 
more vain by the continual Practice of all 
Ages, concurring wich our Conſtitution. The 
Duty of the Regal Office was ſo notoriouſly 
known, that whenever out Kings negletted to 
hold Parliaments co maintain the Govern- 
ment, or diſſolved them before due Provi- 
ſions made for the Kingdom, it was ſo far 
from being cſteemed an Exerciſe of the ir 
rightful Power, or Prerogative, that it was 
always adjudged Mifgpygroment in them: 
and it appears by our Hiſtories, that fatal 
Conſequences have thereupon enſued. 

Ton. Sir, our Country is bound to pray 
for all thoſe Gentlemen that have thus main- 
raincd this firſt Foundation of all our Rights 
and 4.iberries, and made it thus plain, that it 
does not intrench upon the Rights of the King, 
Yer I muſt tell you, Sir, there are a fort of 
People make great Noiſe of the Right of che 
Kings, by their Prerogative, to call and diſ- 
ſolve Parliaments, and thac all Kings have con- 
ſtamly done ic. Pray,Sir,help us co underſtand 
whar is the Royal Prerogative in this caſe, 

Kt. You ought to know that itis the King's 
undcubted Preroęative to iſſue out all legal 
Writs in the Adminiſtration of the whole Go- 
vernment : and Writs for calling Parliaments 
being eſtabliſhed by Law, all Kings, by cheir 
Preropative, called the Parliaments z tho ic 
was not in their Power to change a Word or 
Syllable in che form of thoſe Writs, yet the 
times of ſending out ſuch Wries, and of their 
Returns, within the Limits of the Law, and 
the Place of the Parliament's meeting, were 
at the King's Diſcretion; from whence it 
might be ſaid ro be their Prerogative alone to 
call them. 

J muſt further tell you that tr ought to be 
remembred, that by our Engliſh Corfticucion, 
Parliaments are, and always were to be holden 
with the compaſs of certain times, being the 
Foundation and Efſence of rhe Government; 
and that ie is not in the Power of the Royal 
Prerogariye to refuſe che calling theſe Parlia- 


ments ſucceſſively as the Conſtitution intends. 
The being or not being of ſuch Parliaments is 
not truſted to the Crown; but the Direction 
only of ſome Circumſtances about holding 
them, is left to the Roya! Preropative. But 
there is alſo a general Truſt placed in the 
Crown, by our Cauſticetion, to call Parlia. 
ments upon Occaſions and Emergencies, when 
the Safety and Welfare of the Kingdom re- 
quire it; and for that reaſon, when a po! tive 
Statute cnacted, that a Parliament ſhould be 
holden once every Year, at leaſt, theſe words 
were thercin added, And oftner if need be. 

Now the calling and diffolving ſuch occa- 
ſional Parliaments is truſted wholly by our 
Laws to the Royal Prerogative, the Rings are 
the oaly Judges of the neceſſity of holding 
ſuch Parliaments, ſubject always to the Oath of 
the Crown, to preſerve the Laws and Liber- 
ties of the Kingdom, 

The Prerogarive of the Rings is ſo abſolute 
about the calling ſuch occaſional Parliaments, 
that ir were highly injurious both to the King 
and Kingdom to attempt to take it away, or 
diminiſh it by any Act of Parliament: tis as 
neceſſary to the common Good and Safcty, to 
maintain this Prerogative of the Crown about 
Occaſional Parliaments, entire, as it is to pre- 
vent the extending the like Prerogative to 
Parliaments in general; and a certain preven- 
tion of that Miſchief was the only Aim, and 
— Intention of the Promoters of the late 

ill. 

Trom. Sir, you ſo well diſtinguiſh the 
Powers and Prerogatives of the Crown, that I 
cannot imagine what could be ſaid to ſhew 
that this Bill eneroached upon any of them. 
I have found, by Experience, that thoſe who 
clamoured moſt againſt it, for taking away the 
King's Prerogative, could fay ver little when 
they were preſſed to ſpeak particularly. I my 
ſelf, after my Country- manner, asked one of 
chem the other day, whom I heard clamour- 
ing, What Royal Prerogative the Bill took 
away ? Tell me, ſaid I, what Ac of Royal 
Power, poſſible to do any good to the Crown 
or Kingdom, was propoſed by the Bill to be 
reſtrained ? Is it a Royal Prerogative, to have 
the very Being of Parliaments, the Uſe of 
their Authorities, and che Conſticucion it ſelf, 
abſolutely at che King's Will, againſt which 
alone the Bill provides? That the People 

ſnould 
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ſhould never confulc, or provide for che Safe- 
of their Eſtates, Liberties and Lives, une 
ir Kings ple ? Hereupon the Gentleman 
grew angry, aud (aid I talk d like a baſe Com- 
mon man. Truly, Sir, it appears to 
me, chat ſome awongſt us hate our Laws and 
Liberties ; but nat daring to.ſay fo, they cover 
their Malice with Pretences of advancing the 
Power of the Crawn, Theſe Men — 
at railing than reaſoning, and talk only in Ge- 
nerals, as if they were the only Friends to 
King Willizz, tho they have another Perſon in 
their Hearts and Intentions, when they ſeem ſo 
careful for the Power of the Crown, and cry 
out, that this Bill leſſens che Power and Digni- 
ty of che Regal Ofhce. Pray, Sir, what was 
ſaid to ſhew the Falſhood of that $ ion? 
Kt. This Suggeſtion againſt the Bill appea · 
red to be ſo far from Truch, chat thoſe who 
objected ir, could neither give an Inſtance of 
any Power belonging to the Regal Office which 
the Bill reſtrained, nor of any one AR propo- 
ſed by it to be done by the Kings, unco which 
they are not obliged by Law, and the Duty of 
their Office without any ſuch Bill. Tis a 
wonder that any ſecret Enemies of our Laws 
and Liberties, ſhould have the Confidence to 
inſinuate, that the Regal Office would he leſ- 
ſened, by a conſtant ſucceſſive electing and 
holding of Parliaments in a legal Courſe, 
not to be interrupted by evil Miniſters, or it! 
Princes; the contrary being indeed manifeſt, 
that the Honour, Greatneſs and Glory of the 
Crown can never be in any other manner ſup- 
ported, much leſs advanced and augmented. 
It cannot but be clear to every Man, that by 
ſuch a certain Succeſſion of Parliaments, the 
Greateſt and Wiſeſt of the Kingdom ſhould 
conſtantly hold their Conſultations ro advance 
the King's and his Kingdom's Intereſt, Honour 
and Greamnchs, and be enabled ro diſcover all 
LUnfaithfulneſs, Failures and Deſects in the 
Admipiftration of che Government, which 
may any way derogate from the Security, Po- 
tency, and tignour of the Ki 
In like manner all the Forces of the King- 
dom, which arc ſome hundreds of thouſands, 
may be applied to the King's Service, and cvc- 
ry Man of them employed, as ſhall moſt con- 
duce to the Kingdom's Safety and Honour 
And, to compleat che Prince's Glory, all the 
ITreaſure and Wealth, which theſe Iſlauds have 
gathered in many Ages, from both whe Iidiei, 


Deiwn. | 

But tis notoriaus that none of theſe high 
Powers and Authorities can be exerciſed by 
the Engliſh Kings, in any other manner, chan 
by ſuch a conſtant Succeſſion of Parliaments as 
the Laws intend ; and chereſore tis evident, 
that this Bill propoſed the higheſt Advayce- 
ment of che Regal Office, by making Proviſion 
for the certais holding of ſuch ſucreſſi ve Far- 
liaments, within the times limited by Law, 

Pray, Country- man, let me adviſe you t0 
read your Chronicles at home of our Kings, 
and you ſhall find, that all thoſe Princes were 
moſt Great and Glori who governed by 
the Counſels of ve — 3 
and that choſe who it, loft che Ho- 
nour and Power of the Nation, and rendred 
themſelves and their People unhappy. 

Tram. Theſe things being ſo clear, pray, Sir, 
let me be ſo bold as to ask you, what 
made ſo many Favourites of our Princes diſ- 
ſwade them from obſerving the Laws for 
conſtant ſucceſſive Parliaments, and how came 
our Princes fo readily tofollow thoſe Counſels? 

Kt. I could cafily tell you, if it were fir to 
ſpeak plain; but in ſhorr, the Favourites 
Power with their Princes is reſtrained and 
leſſened by a due courſe of Parliaments, their 
Carruptions would be liable to be examined, 
and their high ambicious Deſigns defeated. 
And for the Princes, they are deceived by their 
Flatterers, with a falſe Notion of Power: the 
are made belicve, that their Power is lefl, 
when they are bound by Laus to do themſelves 
and their People good, tho they were bound 
to ir before by the Laus ot God in Nature, and 
the Laws of the Realm, by which they hold 
their Royal Offices, and which, at their ſeveral 


Coronations, they ſolemnly (wear to obſerve. 
"Tis hard to perſwade ſome of them, that it 
ts the Glory and Perte & ion of the Royal Office, 


to be diſabled by Laws to hurt their People; 
but if they be truly God's Vicegerents, they 
ought to remember in their moſt tow ring 
ambirious Thoughts, that it is the higheſt Per- 
feRion of God Almighty, that he is uncapahle 

of doipg ill. 
Team, Sir, you have ſaid ecough to ſa tisfy 
me, that this Bill was tot c nly juſt TT 
B ut 


but highly neceſſary for the Settlement of che 
on. ng and the Security and Welfare 
of the Kingdom: but ir ſeems ſuch as had a 
mind to avoid it, urged ir to be unſeaſonable 
at this Time; they pretended their Fears, 
chat it might weaken the Reputation of the 
Union between the King and his Parliament, 
and occaſion Rumours, that the Parliament is 
jealous of our King's Compliance with them 
in ſecuring our Liberties. When they could 
not reſiſt — Reaſons for the Bill, they offered 
at the old Trick in ſuch Caſes, to delay the 


r 2 a better Seaſon, Do you think, 
Sir, was any thing of Weight in theſe 


Frerences, or were they mere Shams ? 
Kt. If I might without Breach of Privi- 
lege tell you che Diſcourſe in our Houſe of 
Commons upon this Occafion, you would con- 
clude that thoſe who objected the Uuſeaſona- 
bleneſs of the Bill, did not believe themſelves; 
whatever they ſaid to delay the Billfor fear of 
2 Diſpuſt between the King and Parliament: 
That being in truth (after ſo many in both 
Houſes had appeared for it) a Reaſon for pre- 
ſent paſſing it, that the whole World might 
have been out of doubt of their perfect Union. 
Bur I may freely tell you ſome of the pri- 
vate Diſcourſes amongſt the Members; and 
in choſe ſome of us were bold to ask, whence 
came the Rumours that the Bill would diſ- 
pleaſe the King ? and whether any Body had 
Authority to inſinuate to the Members, that 
the King would have the Bill delayed, as un- 
ſeaſdnable? But I could hear of none that 


would on more than their Douhts and Con- 


jectures, which made me ſuſpect that there 
were ſome ſecret Deſigns to diſſwade the 
King from agree ing to the Bill, on purpoſe to 
weaken. abroad the Reputation of the King 
and Parliamentꝰs perfect Agreement. : 

Nom. What you have obſerved. makes it 
appear, that the ſecret Enemies of the Go- 
vernment are ſtill deſigning Miſchief to di- 
ſturb the Agreement between the King and 
his People : but might. not this Bill give Oc- 
caſion to the King to think, thar the Parlia- 
ment had ſome Jealouſy of him, that he 
would not govern by a due. Courſe of ſuc- 
ceſſi ve Par liaments, according to the Nature 
and Intent of our Conſtitution? 

Kt, Sir, I can readily anfwer-you, that if 
the. Time and Manner of offering the Bill be 


daly. conſidered, wich other Circumſtances, 
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there could be no Reaſon for the King to har 
bour ſuch a Is there any Reaſon 
for a Prince to think his People jealous of 
him, becauſe provide Laws for the 
ſecuring their Rights and Liberties? E 
good Prince ought to be pleaſed to ſee his 
People careful therein, not only that he 
might not have it in his Power to wrong 
them, but that it might not be in any other 
Prince's Power who may ſucceed him. Every 
Prince ſhould be ambitious to have Laws of 
that kind made in his Time, to be laſting Mo- 
numents. of his Glory, as having given ſuch 
Securities of Peace and Reſt to his People. 
ke ought to be remembred that our King had 
invited his People to invent and provide Laws 
ſo to ſecure their Parliaments, which is their 
Conſtitution, and all their Rights and Liber- 
ties, that they might nevet be in Danger to 
be again invaded ; therefore he could not 
think their Obedience to his own Commands 
ſhould ariſe from a Jealouſy or Diſtruſt of 
him. It muſt alſo be conſidered that our 
King hath had large Experience of the Confi- 
dence of his People in him : they have, by 
ſeveral Acts, more abſolutely truſted rheir 
Perſons, Liberties and Eſtates in his Power, 
than was ever done to any former Princes, by 
our Anceſtors, in any Ape. 

It ought to be eſteemed the greateſt of all 
Truſts, that they have patiently born, for a» 
bove four Years, the dangerous Unſettlement 
ot their Government in a legal Courſe of ſuo- 
ceſſive Parliaments: And had his Majeſty 
unhappily falln in the Wars, or otherwiſe, 
we had been leſt to the Wall of ſucceeding 
Princes, to conteſt that our Fundamental Li- 
berty; though ir is manifeſt that all the late 
Miſeries, Conſuſions and Blood that have 
been in England, were occaſioned. by the 
want of that Settlement. Now when the 
Parliament hath thus highly truſted his Ma- 
jeſty, can he take it amiſs that they are un- 
willing to run the Hazard any longer, of the 
like Truſts dexolviag upon Succeſſors, that 
cannot be known they are, or what 
they will be ? 

That which was mentioned of his hazard- 
ing his Life in che War for our ſakes, is fo 
far from ſhewing this Bill co be unſeaſonable, 
that it is the ſtrongeſt Argument poſſible ro 
have it finiſhed forchwith, while he enjoys 
the Crown, who hath perſocally 2 


Wins 
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the Original Contract with the People, and 
is under 'preater Obligations to ſettle and ſe- 
cure the Government, chan can be expected 
to meet in any other Prince. 

Nom. Sir, I can never thank you enough 
ſor the Information you have given me in this 
Matter, that ſo nearly concerns our whole 
Country; yet after all, I know not what to 
ſay to my Neighbours when I come home, if 
they ſhall ask me, as I muſt expect they will, 
why che King did not paſs this Bill? Many of 
chem are as ignorant as I was, and I could 
have ſtopped cheir Mouths, by ſaying, that 
che Bill took away part of his Prerogative; 
hut now I am otherwiſe convinced, I cannot 
ſpeak againſt my Conſcience, nor cozen m 
Neighbours 4 I ſhould be very loth — 
drop a Word that might leſſen the Coun» 
tries Eſtcem for his — Let me beg 
your Advice what to ſay to them. ; 

Kt, My good Neighbour, I want Advice as 
much as you, how to farisfy thoſe that ſent 
me to Parliament, about the Ringꝰs Refuſal of 
the Bill; yet one thing vexes me worſe, that 
having been zealous for the Revolution, I 
know not how to reſtrain, nor yer well ro 
bear the Scoffs of ſome of our Enemies at my 
Folly. They call to mind that I (fimple Man 
as 1 was) confidently ſaid, that the Govern- 
ment ſhould be reformed, and our Laws and 
Liberries fully ſecured, They now ask me, 
whether I find by Experience a King of our 
own making more ready to do the People 
Right, than the old ones that claimed by Li- 
neal Deſcent? Seme of them laughed, and 
told me, that I gaped for a new alem to 
drop from Heaven, wherein there would be 
nothing bur Ri hreouſneſs 3 and that the Go- 
vernment be adminiſtred by none but 
Men of Verrue and known Fidelity to — 
Country. They have upbraided me wit 
what 1 ſald, that God had ſent us a Prince 
that would his People nothing, but 
preſſed and conjured them to provide moſt 
effeAual Ways and Means for ing their 
Religion, Laws and Liberries, 

Tem. Sir, I ſuppoſe the Gentlemen that 
talk to you in this manner, have a Mind to 
diſgrace the honeſt Principles that led the 
Beople juſtly to te ject King Janes, and make 
you believe that they were cozened in think- 


that the Security of Religion, Laws and 
thentes, cr — mation of the Goverty 


ment, were ever intended in the Revolution. 
They would have you believe that there was 

bur Ambition and Avarice in the bot- 
tom of the Defign, and that whatever was 
prerended, the Crown and its Powers were 
che only things in the Eyes of King William and 
his Followers. They would perſwade you 
and che People, to think, that our Religi 
and Liberries =—_ be ſecured by a Treaty 
for bringing back King Janes, and that an 
End may be put to the War thereby, and the 
People acquitted from the heavy Taxes and 
Burdens they now lie under. would 
impoſe upon you to believe, if that 
he, who ſo baſely caſt the People of England 
at the Feet of the Pope, by an Engliſh Am- 
baſſador, and ran the urmoſt Hazards to ſub- 
vert the Proteſtant Religion cſtabliſh'd, ſhould 
defire to ſecure our Religion, without pre- 
rending to be converted, and be fit to be 
truſted to defend our Faith; and that he, 
who is known to the whole World to have 
occaſioned ſo vaſt an Effuſion of Chriſtian 
Blood, to enſlave us to his Arbitrary Power, 
and make himſelf our abſolute Maſter, ſhould 
be fit to receive Royal Powers and Authori- 
ties for the Defence of the Engliſh Laws and 
Liberties, 

Kt. Neighbour you are in the right; but 
this ſort of Gentlemen dare not, upon theſe 
Occaſions, argue plainly for King Janes; and 
I hope that neither the Parliament nor the 
Country are in much Danger by them. 

But there are another ſort of Men who en- 
joy the Powers and the Profits of the late Re- 
valution, and highly prerend to maintain it, 
that N the Occaſion of this Bill, do ſo per- 
vert the Meaning and Conſtruction of our 
Laws, and aſſert ſuch dangerous Notions, as 
really tend to introduce Arbitrary Power and 
Slavery, if they do not — throw the 
People upon King Janes. Theſe Men make 
a ſpecious Shew of their Love to the Ad- 
vancement of che Honour and Greatneſs of 
the Crown, as if they were their Majeſties 
principal Friends, though in truth they are 
e Majeſties Legal Title 
to the Crown, by the pernicious Notions of 
the late Reigns, which are contrary to the 
Fundamental Maxims of our Gcvernment. 
Ho commend and applaud the King's Refu- 
ſal of the late Bill, and ſome of them have 
been ſo bold as to lay, (whether in love w 
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x. Mn or K. Yer I w not determine) 
that what the King dic therein. was the chicf 
thing that he harh done like a King. He hath 
ſhewed, ſay they, that the Ecing and Sitting 
of Parliaments, are only Acts of Grace from 
the Crown ; that rhe People _—_— _ 
bur a precarious Right ra them, to have them 
only at ſuch Times, in fuch Manner, and for 
fo long as the Crown pleaſes, Theſe Gentle- 
men pretend to t Moderation, and pri- 
vately whiſper to ſuch as they hope to lead, 
that the Principles of our Government were 
too ſtrictly and ſeverely laid down in the late 
Revolution. They ſay, that the original Con- 
tract between the King and the People, ſnould 
not have been ſet forth as an equal Contract, 
on equal Terms, whereby the Kings were as 
ſtrictly bound on their Part as the People on 
theirs, as if each Party had no Right to claim 
a ſhare in the Legiſlative Power in Parlia- 
ment, or any other Adminiſtration of the So- 
vercign Authority, fave only by Force ot the 
Contract. No doubt, ſay they, his Majeſty is 
now adviſed, that the Original of the Legiſla- 
tive and Executive Sovereign Power ought to 
be wrapp'd in Clouds, and not expoſed to 
vulgar Eyes. Tis an Indecency to have it com- 
monly ſaid of ſo Great and almoſt Divine Per- 
ſons as Kings, that they receive all that Maje- 
ſty and Glory only from their People. It's be- 
low, ſay they, the high Regal Othce, to have 
it ſaid by all the People, that their Majeſties 
muſt, within appointed times, call the Parlia- 
ments, and let them redreſs the Peoples Grie- 
vances, as the Laus direct. They praiſe the 
Wiſdom of his Majeſty's Counſels, to refuſe 
the Bill, and to avoid any further Obligations 
to che People, than were upon his Predeceſ- 
fors. Tis fit the Kingdom ſhould as much de- 
pend upon his Grace and Clemency for their 
Parliaments, as upon any others that have far 
m the Throne; and if he had condeſcended 
to this Bill, the Inſolence of the People, in 
their Demands of their Liberties, might have 
been inſupportable. 

Lam. Sir, you have taken infinice Pains to 
inſtruct me; yet I was ſuch a Blockhead, that 
till this laſt Diſcourſe of yours, I did not 
apprehend why the King refuſed the Bill: it 
was hard for me to believe that there is ſo 
great a Party, as now I ſuſpeR, that proſecute 
the fame Deſrgns that were in the late Reigns 
to enſlave us. I thought that fuch as enjoyed 


great Preferments, Honeurs and Profits, by 
K. Milli an Election into the Throne, would 
never have thouglu ta revive the former De- 
ſigns of enſlaving us, by ſetting up Pretences 
of a Power in Engliſh Kings above Parlia- 
ments, by Divine Right, antecedent to the 
Contract between King and People. Though 
Iam convinced there are ſome Men, who have 
ſo far loſt all Senſe of Honour and Conſcience, 
that they may be ſtill engaged in the former 
perniciaus enſlaving Deſigus; yet before this 
your Diſcourſe, I did not think, that any 
number of Engliſhmen were ſo corrupred or 
infatuated, as to think, that our whole Con- 
ſtitution, our Government by Laws, and all 
our Eſtares, Liberries and Lives, are holden 
by the mere Grace and Favour of our Ri 

I muſt confeſs, you have mentioned ſeveral of 
thoſe Gentlemens ſeeming Reaſons againſt 
paſling the Bill, that are ſpun too fine for our 
Country Heads, We ſhould have thought 
that nothing of our Rights could have been 
too plainly fer down, when we were to de- 
clare, as was done in the Revolution, what 
are, and have been the Rights of us and our 
Anceſtors, reſerved in the very Conſtitution, 
from all Ages. But I perceive that what can- 
not be denied to be the Peoples legal Rights 
about Parliaments, is detired by that ſort of 
Men to be concealed. They would not have 
a new Law paſs about holding Parliaments, 
leſt this King ſhould have more Obligations 
upon him to hold Parliaments, than ſome of 
his Predeceſſors The true meaning whereof 
can be no more than to ſay, that the Kiag and 
the People ought not to be put in mind, how 
many Laws have been made and renewed in 
all Ages, for the (ame thing; ſince every bo- 
dy knows, that the new Law hath no greater 
obligatory Power than any of the former, 
which his Majeſty and all his Predeceſſors 
have ſworn to keep and obſerve. 

Kt. Youdo well ro obſerve that the ſecret 
Enemies of our Legal Government do always 
avoid the renewing and reinforcing of out 
antient Laws. They would have them forgot- 
ren, or negligently diſuſed, and brought by 
— to be eſteemed obſolete and unne- 
ceſlary. Their evil Practice hath been ef old 
to ſlip over the Calling of Parliaments, ac- 
— to Lax, pretending there was no great 
need of troubling rhe People; and then the O. 
milſion of one was made a Precedent of doing 

the 
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the like again and agaio, noe only in the ſame 
King's Reign, but in thoſe of their Succefſors ; 
and therehy the conſtant Courſe of ſucceſſive 
Parliaments came to be ſo broken and diſuſed, 
that the People ſcarce dared to de mand them, 
as ** Right, bur rather moved for _ as 
Acts of the King's Grace, crying up thoſe for 
the beft Kings, that uſed them moſt. Bur, 
my good Neighbour, you ought to take nutice 
that the true Engliſh Patriots always thought 
it neceffary to reinforce expreſly, and by 
name, the principal Statutes that concerned 
the Foundations of our Government : and far 
that Reaſon uſually made, in the Beginning of 
Parliaments, Confirmations of the moſt ma- 
terial Laws enacted in the former, though 
not one Word was added or diminiſhed. 

They have cauſed Magna Chet it elf to be 
confirmed near forty times, not that they 
thought rhe Confirmations gave more Force 
ro thoſe Laws, but that the Contracts, Pow- 
ers, Obligations and Duties of their Princes, 
and the whole Form of the legal Governmenc 
_—_ be kept ia perperual Remembrance : 
And to that purpoſe they alſo ordained, that 
the fame = Charter ſhould be publickly 
read in full County ſeveral rimes every Year. 
If we would do like our Anceſtors, there is 
abundant Cauſe to inſiſt upon this Bull for ſuc- 
ceſſive Parliaments, eſpecially upon this Revo- 
Turion, wherein we have engaged to God and 
Man, to re-eſtabliſh our antient Conſtituti- 
on, with all our Rights and Liberties. 

Nam. Sir, I am aſhamed to detain you lon- 
ger, yet your rational Diſcourſe upon this Sub- 
ject does ſo diſquiet my Mind, that I can ſcarce 
forbear being | troubleſom ro you. You 
have made it apparent that many of thoſe 
who pretend to ſettle and ſecure the King- 
dom, are contriving how to keep it unſettled: 
they are ſceking to bring us into that negli- 
gent, looſe, uncertain, arbitrary Courſe of Go- 
verning, that was in the late Reigns, and had 
almoſt ruined the Kingdom. For that purpoſe 
they endeavour to avoid the Change of Things 
or Perſons in the Adminiſtration, and to leave 
every thing doubtful about the Peoples _ 
which choſe Reigns ſeemed to call in queſtion. 
They have avoided the raitirg and vacating all 
falſe Judgments and Opinions againſt the Peo- 
ples Rights, except the Cafes of very few Per- 
fons, wherein the Parliament hath taken care 
by ſpecial As. They imitate the Proceed- 


ings in the late Reigns, as if they would Me 
. William's Government as gri as K. 


ly as well informed as you are, concerning the 
Party chat are ſecret Enemies to our preſent 
Government, who are ſtriving cicher to keep 
the way open for K. James's Rerurn, or ar 
leaſt to ſer up his way of governing, or ſome- 
thing ſo like it, that the one may not be 


known from the other. 
Tom. Sir, many of our Country- men know 
they for their aſe Complaree, grein up 
u 
to be our Maſters under L. cht and K. 
Fames, grievoull us then, and have 
now again got Powers and Preferments, 
as if they had brought about the late Revolu- 
tion, and are ſo able to vex and cruſh 
us, as chey did formerly, that the Country 
dare not ſpeak their Minds of them or their 
Proceedings. But pray, Sir, help me to ſhew 
my Neighbours how this ſort of Men, in their 
Deſigns of Arbitrary Power, always ſought to 
prevent an abſolute Settlement of the Legal 
Courſe of ſucceſſive Parliaments. 
Kt. It would require greater Abilicies then 
I have, to ſhew what you deſire, by Reflecti- 
ons upon our whole Hiſtory of the Conteſts 
wich the Kings for our Liberties 3 but I will 
tell you the Practice in our times, and thoſe 
juſt before us. This ſort of Men under James 
the Firſt, made him afraid of the ſitting of 
Parliaments, as an Eclipſe of his Power; and 
infinuated to him, that the calling, adjourn- 
ing, proroguing and diſſolving of Parliaments, 
ought to be utely at his Will. They alſo 
raiſed Diſputes wherher Parliaments were, of 
Right, Maſters of the Methods of their own 
Proccedings, or were bound firſt ro conſider 
and reſolve upon what che King propounded 
for Money, or otherwiſe. By thoſe Means they 
made the ſitting of Parhamencs uneaſy to 
him, fo that he was always glad to be rid of 
them, before rhe neceſſary Bulineſs of the 
1 was done. 
Eur that ſort of Men appeared 2 
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ly upon the Acceſſion ef Charles the Firſt to 
the Crown, They attempted then to invade 
che great Fundamental of all Libertics and 
— he the Power of the People of Eng- 
ian alone to impoſe Money upon themſelycs, 
They had the Confidence to maintain a Power 
anthe Kings to take Tonnage and Poundage, 
and other Monies without Act of Parliament. 
They cannot deny that theſe were their trai- 
terous Practices and Peſigus, ſo long as the 
great Petition of Right remains upon Record. 

Neither ought it to be forgotten how Parli- 
aments were then brow-beaten, and their Au- 
thorities queſtioned and ſlighted, and the Me- 
thod of their Proceedings controuled, contra · 
ry to their Fundamental Rights and Privile- 
ges, nor how they were toſſed up and down, 
by ſudden Adjournments, Prorogations and 
Diſſolutions. The Houſes, Studies, and Pockets 
of divers of their Members were ſearched, 
their Perſons, againſt rhe expreſs Laws, im- 
Priſoned, and the free Debates in Parliament 
made ſubje& to the reſtraining Power and 
Cenſure of inferiour Courts and Judges. The 
King's ſpecial Command and Pleature were 
declared Cauſe ſufficient ro derain ſome of 
them in Priſon till Death, without Trial, or 
being legally accuſed of any Offence. Yer this 
ſort of Men thought all theſe Practices could 
not ſecure them, till they brought that King 
to reſolve to have no more Parliaments, and 
to forbid the People, by Proclamation, to 
make mention of Parliaments. 

We ought to call to mind, that for ten or 
twelve Years after, all the Counſels of thoſe 
Deſigners againſt our Legal Government, were 
imployed to invent Ways to make the Conſti- 
tution of Parliaments uſeleſs, and the Crown 
wholly independent upon the People in Par- 
liaments for Supplies and Aids. Such were 
the Inventions of Loan-Money, Privy-Scal- 
Money, Knighthcod-Money, Coat and Con- 
duct- Money, Arbitrary Fines without Juries 
for Encroachments upon the King's Waſtes, 

"Ship-Money, Eiller-Money, oppreſſing Mono- 
palics,and illegal Patents upon Trades, almoſt 
withour number. Such alſo was the Commilit- 
on paſſed the Great Seal, to impoſe, by pre- 
rence of Royal Authority, an Exciſe, tho the 
Illegality and Oppreſſion of it were ſo mani- 
feſt, that a ſuffcient number of Perſons could 
not be ſuddevly found to put ĩt in Execution. 
All Projects were imbraced that had but an 


appearance of ſupplying the Crown, thar they 
might avoid the 


ary Settlement of ſus- 
ceſſive Parliaments, 


The laſt moſt dangerous and deſperate of 
their Deſigns of rhat kind was upon ſome pre- 
rence from Ireland or Scotland, to get an Ar- 
my, and ſettle Martial Law, that might raiſe 
ſuch Money as a Council ſhould chrink fir, and 
make Proclamations and Orders of State to be 
as binding to the Subject as Acts of Parliament. 
Let even that was imbraced, as appears by the 

our nals of the Commons in Parhament: Mon- 
eur Burlemach there openly confeſling,thar he 
had received thirty choutand Pounds which 
was ſent over Seas, to hire German Horſe to 
be the Foundation of the Standing Army here. 

I could tell you, Neighbour, that during all 
theſe Tranſactions, which laſted divers Years, 
their Counſels and Endeavours were to divert 
the King from admitting the Legal Courſe of 
Farhaments. The Petitions and Crics of the 
Subjects to reſtore them, could not be heard, 
and Agreements were made between the King 
and ſeveral Perſons of greateſt Abilities a 
Influence, in order to the arriving at abſolute 
Power, that there ſhould be no more Parlia- 
ments during his Life. Nevertheleſs about the 
Year 1639. the King's Wants of Money being 
extreamly preſſing, they reſolved to make uſe 
of a Parliament for Supply, but without a 
Thought of doing the Kingdom Right, in reſto- 
ring the due Succeſſion of Parliaments, and 
the Exerciſe of their Legal Authorities: and 
therefore as ſooon as they were met, they 
procured the King ro demand of chem their 
giving up their Legal Fundamental Privilege, 
of conſidering in the firſt Place, and redreſſing 
the Peoples Grievances ; and the King ſo po- 
ſitively inſiſted in denying them their Right 
and Privilege therein, that within twenty days 
they were diſſolved, contrary to che known 
Intentions and Ends of our Conſtitution. 

The Failure of the Peoples Expectation at 
char rime, and the long Interruption of the le- 
gal courſe of Parliaments,raiſed great Diſcon- 
rents, and loud and general Cries of the People 
for Parliaments; the Conſequences whereof 
were ſuch, as I dread and abhor to remember: 
yer it was univerſally agreed, That the want of 


the Legal Courſe of ſucceſſive Parliaments, 


and che Deſigns of interrupting and preventing 
their meeting and ſittiug, were the great oc- 
caſions of all the Confuſion, Blood and Miſ- 

chief, 
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chict, that afrerwards happened. And no 
doubt but —_— then — only 
wiſc and neceſſary courſe ro prevent im- 
nding. Miſchiefs and Dangers, both to the 
Kong ad People, when they laboured, with 
the help of che beſt Lawyers of England, to de- 
dare and ſecure the of the antient 
Laws for annual ſucceſſive Parliamencs 3 and 
las them, nornichſlanding all poſſe pe 
them, noewit 
figns and Contrivances — 2 Which 
was done to the great Satisfaction of the Peo- 
ple, by that notable Act of the 16th of Char, I. 

Nom. Sir, let me be ſo bold as to ask you, 
whether that AR for aſcertaining Parlia- 
ments, did not occaſion, or ſome way promote 
the Tumults and Wars that enſued ? 

Kt. You may eaſily be ſatisſied from what 
was written in thoſe times, of the Falſhood of 
ſuch Suggeſtions,and thar the King, Lords and 
Commons paſſed that Act with great Unani- 
mity; and that King often glory d in having 

that Act for the Security of his People: 

t I believe you confound the Act for Trien- 
nial Parliaments, with another Act for making 
the Parliament then in being, in a manner per- 
perual ; for they were not to be diſſolved or 

d, but by their own Conſent, declar'd 
Y Act of Parliament. That Act did in cruth 
derogate from the — Prerogative in dif- 
ſolving Parliaments, and whatſoever Miſchieſs 
might, or did thereupon enſue, ought to be 
impured ro the Alteration made thereby, of 
our Conſtitution, or Monarchy, net to the juſt 
and ſtrit Obſervance of our Laws and Sta- 
tures, for which the Act for Triennial Par- 
liaments made Proviſion. 

Tom. Sir, I know there is a common Mit- 
take about thoſe Act of Parliament, and that 
occaſion is taken by fome from the Conſuſions 
in Government that ſoon after happened, to 
impoſe upon the People falſe Notions about 
the Authority of Parliaments, and to frighten 
them from demanding, and inſiſting upon 
their conſtant ſucceſſive Elections, as the Laws 
go_ "Tis notorious, that thoſe who de- 

ien Arbitrary Power are always buſy in ſuch 
Marters, and in unworthy Reflections upon 
Parliaments. But pray, Sir, let us paſs by that 
dark time of the Civil War, and ſee what the 
fame ſort of Men have done about Parlia- 
mencs, afrer the Return of K. Charles Il. 
Kt. They purſued the fame Deſigit of ſub · 


verting our Conſticution as to 


ſelt by Experience, 

could not be awed, and that the People in the 

Intervals of Parliament would not be forced 

—— Taxcs, chat were not legally impo- 
u 


that a Parliamenc 


pon them: yet there was an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity for the Crown to be ſupplied with Aids 
from the People, wichaut which ic could not 
ſubſiſt, great part of the Crown-Lands being 
waſted and ſquandered-awny in the two pre- 
ceding Reigns, Twas therefore reſolved to 
attempt that by Fraud, which they could 
$ by Force; and in order thereunto 


Members of the Houſe of Commons, whoſe 
— — moſt impaired — late 
Wars, and whoſe Dependanee Court 
might incline them to a — wich 
— — them; and 
the AR of the 16th of K. L for Trien- 
nial Parliaments, whilſt afew worthy Patriots 
laboured in vain to defend it. Tis true, 
pretended in the Act, by which this Statute 


truly to repreſent the People of England, mas» 
ny of thoſe who choſe them being — and 
others were either grown up, or had 
ſed Eſtates, whoſe Opinions both. of 
and things might be much from whac - 
the Senſe of the Nation was that Paty 


on all that could be brought over to. them: 
and tis no wonder they . 


(12) 


(ed ines their own. This ſcandalou Pro- 


ceeding was manifeſt, and confirmed by the 

open Confeſſion of a Gentkeman ( through 

whoſe Hands much publick Money then 

d) in the Houſe of Commons the next 

iog Parliament, who there acknow- 

ledped his paying aumnally many and great 
Penſions to — of Parliament. 

Beſides thus corrupt ing thoſe already in the 
Houſe, there was neither Pains nor 
ſpared to get their Friends choſen where any 
Vacancy happened, inſomuch that the Court 
ſpent 140001. at one Election of a Burgeſs 
for Northampton, 

Team. Sir, you have fully ſatisfied me that 
the Miniſters in that Reign were as bitter Ene- 
mies to the Engliſh Conſticucion about Parlia- 
ments, as thoſe in the two former that went 
before it; but their Meaſures are more dan- 
perous and likely to fucceed ; and ic was 
God's great Mercy that theſe Hirelings did 
not enſla ve us, as it were by our own Conſent, 
and by colour of the Authority we had given 
them for our Preſervation. 

Bur pray, Sir, what was the meaning of the 
great Buſtle all over England about Charters ? 
What made the Court ſo mighitily — 

wade all Corporations to ſurrender their 
— eentemchs King? 
Was not that done with a deſign to influence 
the Zlections of Members to Parliament? 

t. Yes moſt inly, and this was a more 

iciousand dangerous Deſigu than any put 
in Practice in the former Reigns. This ſtruck 
at the very Root of all the Liberties of Eng- 
land, that the People ſhould never again have a 
free Parliament choſen according to the Con- 
ſtirution; but ſuch Men impoſed upon them, 
as would ſer vilely comply with the Court in all 
their Meaſures to enſſave us. Ihey corrupted 
ſome in every Corporation to perſwade the 
reſt to ſurrender their Charters; and where 
they could not prevail by Entreaties, theſe 
wicked Inſtruments in ſeveral Towns, broke 

the Trunks wherein their:Charters were 
kept, and ſtole them away to deliver them up. 
Where this could not be donc, they braught 
Qs Warranto's againſt the Charters of almoſt 
every Town in Englazd, chat hath a Right to 
lend Members to Parliament; and by means 
of corrupt Judges, declared them void, upon 


tome Prerence or other, that the preſent Ma- 
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giſtrates had acted be yend, or to che 
Powers granted in chem, and thereby ited 
all their Rights and Privileges, New Magi- 
ſtrates were placed chereupon in thoſe Towns, 
(ach as they could moſt confide in, and ſuch 
Claufrs were inſerted into their new Charters, 
n pur che Choice of their Npreſentatives ia 
Pat lia ment abſolutely for the future into the 
Power of the Court. 

Tem. Sir, I am infinitely obliged to you for 
your Pains and Kindneſs, in ſhewing theſe 
things ro me; but I ftand amazed to think, 
that there could be ſo many Engiſh-axn 
found in every Reign, to join in carrying on 
this continued Deſign to ſubvert our Conſti- 
tution, and enſlave us. What preſent Advan- 
tage could delude and tempt them? they 
themſctves, and their own Poſtcricy muſt be 
involved in che fame Miſery and Rein cliey 
endeavoured to bring upon others. | 

Sir, I have treſpaſſed too long upon 
Patience, and ſhall not — Bane pen 
further about their Defigns under the late kang 
Janes (thoſe being moſt excellently laid down 
and made manifeſt in his Majeſty's Declarati- 
ons, when Prince of Orange, publiſhed upon 
his coming into England ) but upon che 
whole tis moſt plain, That neither we nor our 
Poſterity can be 55 in or Religion, Laws and Li- 
berties, till we obtain an abſolute Settlement of the 
Legal Courſe of ſacceſſrue- Parliaments, - 

Kt, I will only cell you one thing more, 
Neighbour, before we part, that theſe Kings, 
who endeavoured to ſubvert the Conſtitution 
as to Parliaments, were always embroiled wich 
their People about Rights and Privileges; and 
that when once the People had diſcovc red 
theſe Detipns in them, cho they called many 
Parliaments, yet the ſame j ealouſies continued, 
and they never after came to a good Under- 
ſtanding, or had a mutual Confidence in one 
another. 

Our Hiſtories declare the Truth of this Ob- 
ſervation in many former Princes Reigns, (© 
that I hope the King will avoid a Rock char 
hach been fatal co all who have ſtruck upon it; 
and I am contident that his Majeſty will do all 
that a good King and honeſt Man can do, to re- 
ſtore to us our Conſtitution, having in his De- 
claration call d God and Man to itneſs, That 
was the Deſięn of bis coming bither, 
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